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Settling In Policy
We believe that all children have different needs and will settle into the pre-school at their own pace. We want parents to feel confident with the care we provide for their children. We aim to work with parents to ensure that a child feels happy and secure.

We will provide as much information about Lavington Pre-school for parents as possible (including our prospectus and policies). We encourage the family to visit the setting 2 to 3 times during the half term before their child starts at pre-school. We encourage parents/carers to stay and enjoy the session too. During this time a key person will be allocated and this role will be fully explained to parents/carers.

We will help parents to complete the registration form. The Entry Profile Form will be discussed with the parent and completed by a staff member.

We welcome parents/carers to stay for the child’s initial sessions at pre-school, if required.

We will support a child during this period with known strategies for settling. If these fail we will seek support and advice from outside agencies.

We will work with parents/carers to determine the best strategies to help their child settle. If a child becomes distressed and cannot be comforted by staff we will call the parent/carer to return. If a child is distressed when a parent/carer leaves the session we will telephone them to report when the child is no longer upset.  We ask parents to ensure that they, or a family member are contactable within the first few weeks of a child starting pre-schoool.  When parents leave, we ask them to say goodbye to their child and explain that they will be coming back, and when.

A Settling in Review Meeting will be held with parents once their child has been attending the setting for 6 weeks. A record of this meeting will be taken and held in the child’s record file.

We reserve the right not to accept a child into the setting without a parent/carer if the child finds it distressing to be left. This is especially the case with very young children.

This policy was adopted at a meeting of Lavington Pre-school held on……………………………..

Signed on behalf of the Management Committee…………………………………………………….

Role of Signatory……………………………………………………………………………………..
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